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NON-VIOLENCE 
ALONE CAN SAVE 
DEMOCRACY 


—Mr. Gandhi 


“"iyhy do you say, ‘Democracy can 
only be saved through non-vio- 
lence,?” That question has been put 
to Mr. M. K. Gandhi by an American 
friend. Here is the answer, as pub- 
lished in his weekly paper, “Harijan”: 
Beeause democracy, so long as it 1s 
sustained by violence, cannot provide 
for or protect the weak. My notion of 
democracy is that under it the weakest 
should have the same opportunity as 
the strongest. That can never’ happen 
except through non-violence. 

No country in the world today shows 
any but patronizing regard for the 
weak, The weakest, you say, go to the 
wall. Take your own case. Your 


Next Week — 


we hope to give the full 
text of the important new 
statement by Mr. Gandhi 
which one or two papers 
reported briefly last week 


land is owned by a few capitalist own- 
ers. The same is true of South Africa. 
These large holdings cannot be sus- 
tained except by violence, veiled if not 
open. 


“DILUTED FASCISM ” 


Western democracy, as it functions 
today, is diluted Nazism or Fascism. 
At best it is merely a cloak to hide 
the Nazi and the Fascist tendencies of 
imperialism. Why is there the war 
today. if it is not for the satisfaction 
ot the desire to share the spoils? 

It was not through democratic meth- 
ods that Britain bagged India. What 
is the meaning of South African demo- 
cracy? Its very constitution has been 
drawn to protect the white man against 
the coloured man, the natural occupant. 
Your own history is perhaps blacker 
stil, in spite of what the Northern 
States did for the abolition of slavery. 
The way vou have treated the negro 
presents a discreditable record. : 

And it is to save such democracies 
that the war is being fought! There 
is something very hypocritical about it. 
YT am thinking just now in terms of 
non-violence and trying to expose vio- 
lence in its nakedness, 


NON-VIOLENCE IN PRACTICE 


India is trying to evolve true demo- 
cracy, ie. without violence. Our wea- 
pons are those of satyagraha expressed 
through the charkha, the village indus- 
tries, primary education through handi- 
crafts, removal of untouchability. com- 
munal harmony, prohibition, and non- 
Violent organization of Jabour as in 
Ahmedabad. 

These mean mass effort and mass 
education. We have big agencies for 
conducting these activities. They are 
purely voluntary. and their only sanc- 
tion 18 service of the lowliest. 

This is the permanent part of the 
non-violent effort. From this effort is 
created the .capacity to offer non-vio- 
lent resistance called non-co-operation 
and civil disobedience which may cul- 
minate in mass refusal to pay rent and 
taxes. As you know, we have tried 
non-cooperation and civil disobedience 
on a fairly large scale and fairly suc- 
cessfully, 

The experiment has in it promise of 
a brilliant future. As vet our resist- 
ance has been that of the weak. The 
aim is to develop the resistance of the 
strong. -h 

Your wars will never ensure safety 
for democracy. Incia’s experiment can 


and will, if the people come up to the 
mark or, to put it another way, if God 
gives me the necessary wisdom and 
strenuth to bring the experiment to 
fruition. 


The Tragedy 
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Oran 


By The Editor 


ERHAPS I should have felt differently had [ been present at the actual 
scene in the House of Commons on Thursday, July 4th; but when I 
read in my newspaper of the enthusiasm which followed Mr. Churchill's 
speech, in which he gave an account of the naval battle against the French 
fleet at Oran, I was overcome by a sense of shame. 


With Mr. Churchill’s own description 
of the melancholy action I have no 
quarrel, That the action followed ngp- 
essarily in the logic of war, I admit; 
that members of Parliament should 
have experienced a profound relief at 
the news that the French fleet had been 
prevented from passing under German 
control, I understand; but that there 
should have been no recognition of the 
fearful tragedy of the attack upon sail- 
ors who three weeks ago were our 
comrades in arms seems to indicate 
that there is something sadly lacking 
in the morality of the British Parlia- 
ment. 

“T fear (said Mr. Churchill) the loss 
of life among the French and in the 
harbour must have been heavy, as we 
were compelled to use a severe measure 
of force, and several immense explosions 
were heard.” 

The story is told how, when Charles 
I. was tying dead after execution he was 
visited by a cloaked figure who gazed 
long in silence upon the dead king's 
face, and murmured at last: “O hard 
necessity!” The figure was believed to 
be Cromwell. 

Effect of Fear 

Surely, some such silence should have 
followed the announcement of our grim 
and terrible “victory,” not over our 
enenwes, but our allies: some sign that 
we recognized the inhuman nature of 
the necessity in which we were caught. 
With the man who, while he wages 
war, retains an undimmed conscious- 
ness of its inhumanity, the pacifist must 
feel a deep sympathy; but from those 
who wage war and vet, when the terror 
of its Satanic inevitability is presented 
to them nakedly, as in the terrible affair 
at Oran, can cheer wildly and “wave 
their handkerchiefs and order-papers,” 
the pacifist’s sense of alienation is pro- 


A Pacifist Commentary 


found. From an assembly which could 
thus behave itself, chivalry and honour 
seem to have departed. It manifests 
the moral degradation of the frightened 
man. If in this the behaviour of the 
House of Commons is representative of 
the nation, then we pacifists may look 
forward to years of moral exile from 
our country. 

To withstand the moral ravages of 
this degrading fear is the prime duty 
of pacifists. Outwardly it may be hard, 
but inwardly it is easy enough; for it 
is in the nature of pacifism to over- 
come fear. “If it be now, ‘tis not to 
come; if it be not to come, it will be 
now; if it be not now, yet it will come: 
the readiness is all.” Whether that 
readiness has the Christian in the stoic 
tinge, it is essential to pacifism. 

So long as fear warps our vision, we 
are unable to see the human truth of 
any situation. In an atmosphere of 
fear, all values are perverted. The 
man who refuses to succumb to fear, 
and needs to take no sips from the 
bottle of Dutch courage, will be accused 
of ‘creating despondency, simply be- 
cause he looks through the mists of 
fear and war to the human reality be- 
youd. Life goes on. While the Ger- 
man_ soldier looks on benevolently in 
the Luxembourg Gardens in Paris, the 
ttle children are sailing their boats 
once more in the lily pond, and Punch 
and Judy have begun again—French 
Punch and Judy, in which the villain is 
an awful man in green with one huge 
eye: Le Voleur—The Thief. When he 
appears—and he is always appearing— 
all the little ones scream with the de- 
lieht of terror, to warn the good man 
of his danger. 


This shall go onward the same 
Though dynasties pass. 


2d. 


WILL every member of the P.P.U. 
"Y into whose hands this issue of 
Peace News comes, realise that it 
is now a moral obligation upon him 
to contribute 5s. a year to Head- 
quarters. 

Five shillings a year is fivepence a 
month: a penny-farthing a week. Three 
halipence is easier for you and better 
for the P.P.U. Buy a money-box and 
begin today! See to it that every other 
member you know has begun. Write 
to tell the Treasurer that you will send 
him the proceeds regularly, either dir- 
ectly or through your group. 

A penny-farthing a week is a mini- 
mum. Twopence, threepence, sixpence 
a week is required from those who can 


afford it. Sixpence a week is only ten . 


cigarettes—and small ones at that. 
These are the days, and these are the 
ways in which we prove what this 
movement of ours is really worth. If 
it is, as I believe, a new kind of move- 
ment, capable of a new kind of steady 
devotion, then: you will put an end 
immediately to our incessant financial 
anxiety at Headquarters. You will 
make it clear to the Treasurer that he 
can rely upon your fidelity. 

There is room for a movement with- 
in the movement. From this day for- 
ward I propose to cut my tobacco down 
to one ounce a week. The rest that 
went in smoke shall go to make fire. 
Let the hardened smoker of the P.P.U. 
—like me—write and tell me that he 
will do the same. 1 need company, for 
I find it harder to renounce tobacco 
than to renounce war. But if a thous- 
and members will renounce tobacco 
altogether and give the savings to the 
P.P.U., [ pledge myself to do likewise. 


John Middleton Murry 


Edited by ‘*‘ Observer” 


The New Continental Order . 


THE campaign of abuse against 
France—for there is no reason to 
believe that the majority of French- 
men do not support the actions of 
the Pétain Government—is lament- 


able, both in morality and __ intelli- 
gence. 
The truth of the situation is that 


France has realistically accepted her 
destiny, and decided to co-operate in 
the new continental order under Ger- 
man leadership. No doubt she hopes 
and the hope is reasonable enough— 
eventually to take the lead in an asso- 
ciation of Latin, Catholic and Mediter- 
ranean Powers which will provide a 
counterpoise—but spiritual rather than 
military—to the more strictly Prussian 
influence in the new European unity. 

To represent France as having sur- 
rendered herself, body and soul, «to 
Nazism is to be blind to the true nature 
of the changes that are being accom- 
plished in Europe. 


How “Tyranny” Works 


| seems plain that Germany is anx- 
ious for French co-operation. From 
The Times we learn that Germany re- 
jected the Italian demand for a parti- 


tion of France; and there is not much 
solid evidence for the belief that Nazi 
Germany is behaving like a ruthless 
tyrant in all the countries which have 
recently surrendered to her. 


If this were true, how could it hap- 
pen that a demonstration of Danish 
Nazis in Copenhagen on July 2 should 
have been suppressed by the Danish 
police? One hundred of the young 
demonstrators were arrested, and sen- 
tenced to a week’s imprisonment. It 
appears from this that the  social- 
democratic Government of Denmark is 
allowed to function peacefully as be- 
fore. That may take the edge off the 
romantic horror of “The Gestapo in 
Paris!” which Mr. Priestley instils into 
his hearers; but it is probably much 
nearer to the reality of German occu- 
pation. 


The Germans are not completely 
devoid of common-sense. Herr Hitler 
‘wants to exercise the controlling influ- 
ence in a peaceful Europe. He stands 
a wery good chance, unless British 
policy is a good deal more imaginative 
than it has been, of being able to 
appeal as the champion of European 
unity and peace against a power which, 
whatever its professions, is behaving as 
though it were concerned for neither. 


Reform in ‘France 


NE of the superstitions which is 

being encouraged is that the new 
French Government is engaged in the 
destruction of democratic freedom. It 
certainly does intend a drastic ‘reform 
of the French parliamentary system. 
Who would deny that it needed one? 
People so easily forget that the insti- 
tution of the Third Republic was a 
makeshift way out from the deadlock 
produced when the Comte de Cham- 
bord refused the throne. 

The Chamber of Deputies was never 
rooted in tradition like the House of 
Commons, and probably at any time 
since its foundation, had the dissident 
groups been able to work together, 
there would have been a majority in 
France for Hamlet's judgment: “O, re- 
form it altogether!” And at the pres- 
ent moment it ill becomes England to 


simulate indignation over the suspen- 
sion of democratic freedoms. The 
standard in this matter is much the 


same everywhere in Europe today. 


Human Values 


EANWHILE, we may be content 
to note the declaration of the 
French Minister of Labour that France 
will become a peasant country again, 
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and that agricultural renovation would 
he the basis of national reconstruction. 

If that sounds reactionary to minds 
shaped by the capitalist industrial tra- 
dition, they must learn to think again. 
One fatal defect of our national men- 
tality is that it is saturated with the 
values of the “economic man.” Money- 
making, not human welfare, is still our 
index of national prosperity. The new 
Europe has other views: and the na- 
tions of Europe are more in accord 
with one another on this vital matter 
than any of them is with us. 

The main object of the new French 
constitution is “to guarantee the right 


Birth of 
‘6 An Absurd Belief ’”’ 


“The Maginot Line may be said to 
extend right along the eastern fronti- 
ers from the Channel to the Mediter- 
ranean,”-—The Tintes Special Corres- 

mdent with the French forces, on 
Setiary 10. 


“Probably the greatest blunder of 
all was the absurd belief fostered in 
the public mind that the Maginot Line 
extended from the Channel to the 
Mediterranean.”—Tiie Times Corres- 
pondent “lately with the French forces” 
on June 25. 


to work and the rights of the family 


and of the fatherland.” What is the 
main object of our old one? 


Liberty of the Press 


oN July 3, the Government, speak- 
ing through Attlee, gave an under- 
taking that the liberty of the Press 
should not be interfered with, except 
in two cases: the publication of in- 
formation of value to the enemy, and 
of matter which “may impede the war 
effort.” 

Obviously, this last qualification can 
easily be interpreted to include any 
fundamental criticism of Government 
policy. As The Times says, “Every- 
thing turns upon its interpretation. If 
its application were governed by the 
unreasoning, timid, and at the same 
time somewhat contemptuous mistrust 
of public opinion to which Ministerial 
minds are always more or less prone, it 
would be the preparation of disaster.” 
With which we can fervently agree. 
If ever there were a war in which it 
was imperative that radical criticism of 
the Government’s views should be al- 
lowed, it is this one. 

But in fact it is not direct interfer- 
ence by the Government which presses, 
already almost to the point of suffoca- 
tion, upon the expression of minority 
opinion. The regulations which impose 
prohibitive penalties upon a printer who 
publishes matter calculated, in the mind 
of the Government, to interfere with 
“the prosecution of the war to a suc- 
cessful issue,” have a repressive force 
infinitely beyond anything that has 
been consciously conceded by Parlia- 
ment to the Government. In any true 
sense of the word the freedom of the 
Press has ceased to exist: nor can it 


be restored to existence until the Gov- 
ernment makes it quite plain that “im- 
peding the war effort” will not be 
interpreted to inchide serious criticism 
of its own fundamental assumptions 
concerning the nature of the war. 

At present the position is fantastic, 
as we in an unpopular ininority know 
too well. It is an offence “to create 
despondency;” it is an  offence— 
though not yet a penal one—to “en- 
courage complacency.” When the 
mind of the Press is occupied in steer- 
ing between this Scylla and that 
Charybdis, it is impossible to set a 
course jor the truth. 


A Delicate Problem 


E refuse to believe that the Govern- 

ment is. deliberately bent on the 
suppression of minority opinion, or on 
the concealment of the truth which 
that suppression inevitably involves. 
Probably the Government has not had 
time to think out the extraordinary 
delicate problem of combining freedom 
of expression with the demands of 
war-totalitarianism. 

This calls for some real thinking; 
and if some of the best brains in 
Britain were employed upon the task, 
they would be doing a more effective 
service to the cause which the Govern- 
ment sincerely claims to be fighting 
for even than the man who can pro- 
duce ten tanks where nine grew before. 
Military victory may be essential in 
the minds of those who believe in war; 
but no less essential is some resolute 
attempt to preserve the fundamental 
liberties for which the military victory 
is sought, 


Bessarabia 


THE Russian occupation of Bessarabia 
_and the Bukovina, and the new pro- 
Axis orientation of Rumanian policy are 


being wishfully interpreted as an indica- 
tion of a growing tension between Russia 
and Germany. Frankly, I do not believe 
that these events indicate anything of the 
kind. They indicate much rather that 
Russia and Germany have agreed between 
them to liquidate the always unstable 
position in Rumania. 

In all probability the Rumanian peasant 
stands to gain either way —unless he 
happens to be a Jew. And even then he 
will probably be as well off in the new 
Rumania as he was in the old one. To 
spread the glamour of democratic ideal- 
ism over the entirely corrupt system of 
government in Rumania is ridiculous. It 
was as bad as the old Tsardom at its 
worst. No tears need be shed over its 
passing. 

There is no substance in the notion that 
Rumania is seeking German protection 
against Russian aggression; still less in 
the fantasy that Russia will somehow be 
induced to make war on Germany. It 
was against the claims of Hungary and 
Bulgaria that Rumania has tried to in- 
sure herself—with what success time will 
show. 


L.N.U. & Federation 


T was only to be expected, I suppose, 

that a resolution wholeheartedly sup- 
porting the continuance of the utmost efforts 
to defeat Germany and Italy would be car- 
ried at the annual general meeting of the 
League of Nations Unionin London. 

But | must admit I was surprised that 
Viscount Cecil, who presided, should have 
gone out of his way to condemn, by impli- 
cation, any proposal - such as federation — 
which would involve some renunciation of 
national sovereignty. Ie said: ““Wedo look 
forward, at the end of the warand after our 
victory, to the re-establishment of a peace 
organisation based on the principle of the 
Covenant of the I-eague of Nations, and 
strengthend by a special union with France 


Wilfred Wellock on 


Wes PIRESANT OUWLOOIMS 


HE military collapse of France is an 

event of such great importance as to de- 
mand a re-examination of the international 
situation. 


I make bold to draw the following conclus- 
ions from that situation. 


(1) That the era of capitalist-imperialist 
nationalism is drawing to its close ; in Eur- 
ope its collapse is complete. 


(2) That a collectivist policy operating 
within the structure of vast economic units 
over the whole earth is now foreshadowed ; 
in Europe it is immediately inevitable. 


(3) That in the process of transition from 
the old economic order to the new, whatever 
be its ultimate nature, a period of totalitari- 
anism is probably unavoidable. 


(4) That in the breakdown of capitalist 
society, the non-empire States were bound 
to collapse first, and that the emergence of 
Mussolini and Hitler ought to be regarded 
in that light. 


Biles Nf ah 


Some are born Comfortably Off, but for most of us 


the state of being Comfortably Off is hard of achieve- 
Greater aims absorb our thoughts and activities. 
Yet thrift remains a virtue, if a humble one. 


Thrift may be practised easily and simply by 
systematic investment in the withdrawable shares jssued 
by the St. Pancras Building Society, the yield on which 
is three anda half per cent per annum free of income tax. 


A postcard will bring you a copy of the Society's 


ment. 


"Guide for Investors'' by return of post. 


Managing Director : E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


St. Pancras House, Parkway, N.W.1 


Most judgements upon the war make the 
mistake of regarding Hitler as the cause of 
the world's present malady instead of one of 
itssymptoms. Were Hitler to pass from the 
European scene tomorrow, Iiurope could 
not avoid complete economic breakdown 
and a period of totalitarianism. Capitalism 
has been socompletely superseded by total- 
itarian collectivism in Germany that its 
return may be regarded as out of the ques- 
tion, while the history of the last fifteen 
years has proved that no major European 
capitalist Power can henceforth feed its 
capitalists with profits or its workers with 
wages except on the basis of large-scale 
armaments production. 


URING the last several weeks our 

newspapers have regaled us with des~ 
criptive accounts of the reasons for the 
military collapse of some half-dozen States 
before the German onslaught. We were 
told of fatal national disunity, especially in 
France, of a deep-seated class struggle, of 
the fear of Communism on the Right and 
of Fascism on the Left, and in particular of 
Fifth-Column activity in high places. © Yet 
none of these newspapers drew the ines- 
capable conclusion that these were the 
signs of the disintegration of capitalist 
society, and were universally manifest. 


Does anyone doubt the lack of social un- 
ity on vital potitical and economic issues in 
this country? The existence of strong fear 
on the Right of the growing power of 
men like IJrnest Bevin in the present 
Government or that a triumph over Hitler 
would be followed by a fierce struggle for 
power between the [eft and the Right? The 
economic breakdown that has brought total- 
itarianism to the greater part of Europe will, 
in the calamitous social conditions which 
will prevail after the war made capitalist 
democracy unworkable even in Britain. 


. . . 


HE truth is that this generation is being 


called upon to pay the penalty for the 
neglects and sinsof past generations, which 
miserably and shamefully failed to check 
the greed whereby classes and nations were 
exploited and starved in the interest of the 
power and privileges of the few. What is 
now being recognized is that the fatal weak- 
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and our other Allies for the preservation o 
peace without impairing the independent 
sovereignty of the countries concerned.” 
Yer it was precisely this refusal by every 
Kreat Power to surrender any of its indepen- 
dent sovereignty which helped to break the 
League of Nations. In the modern world 
foreach nation to insist that it shall, if nec- 
essary, be a law unto itself regardless of 
others is bound to bring anarchy: but ulti- 
mately, its power to do so depends upon 
the readiness of it. citizens to go to war 
whenever they are bidden to do so. 


Records of 
“Gal.” 


TO THE EDITOR 

ie is hoped that in quieter times an 

authoritative life will be published 
of my father-in-law, the late George 
Lansbury. No date can be fixed for 
this, but if material is not collected 
now it may quite hkely be dispersed or 
destroyed. 

With the authorization of his cldest 
son and executor, | am therefore writ- 
ing to you to ask that anv of vour 
readers who may have letters, or other 
records of “GL.” which would be of 
value to his biographer, would be kind 
enough to let me have them for that 
purpose? 

Would those who are so kind as to 
do this please indicate very clearly 
those documents that they would like 
returned to them, and I will endeavour, 
if TIT can arranve it, to have them 
copied ? 


RAYMOND W. POSTGATE. 
45 Hendon Lane, London, N.3. 


ness of the privileged classes is complacency, 
or complete unfitness to meet the logical 
and inevitable repercussions of their own 
evil rule. This inertia is the final condem- 
nation of privilege. 

The public must be educated into this 
knowledge. for until it is thus educated, the 
human spirit cannot be reborn nor the 
struggle for the recapture and expansion of 
the higher social values be begun. 


To save British Cemocracy, we shall 
need (1) to supersede capitalism by an en- 
lightened collectivism ; (2) to recognise that 
the overthrow of democracy will jeopardize 
the ultimate well-being of every section of 
society, since with allits shortcomings no 
society is so capable of development as 
democracy ; that democracy is being over- 
thrown in this war, and will continue to 
decline in the catastrophic conditions of the 
post-war world; that the longer the war 
continues the greater is the certainty of the 
spread of Hitlerism, whatever be the fate 
‘of Hitler; (3) to state without further de- 
lay what we believe to be the only kind of 
world economic organization that can suc- 
ceed in future and the contribution we are 
prepared to make towards its creation. 


In my belief democracy is necessary to the 
survival of civilization. If democracy dies 
men will decay and civilization perish. 


« « « 


INCE in the present military conflict 

pacifists to some extent stand “above the 
battle,” a tremendous responsibility restS 
upon them. They more than any other 
section of the community must be the 
guardians of Liberty, the defenders of 
those rights and values which all war aims 
affirm but which all war, and especially 
modern war, tends to destroy. From now 
on the momentum of events will drive the 
whole world, and especially that section of 
it that is involved in the present war, deep- 
er and deeper into the slough of totalitari- 
anism, and pacifists must stand firmly in 
the ranks of those who are determined to 
keep alive the faith and vision of a true 
democracy, act courageously in its defeace 
and unceasingly emphasize those deeper 
human values upon which ultimately dem- 
ocracy rests. and for the strengthemiag ef 
which it exists. 
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Mayor Upholds Right 


~ Of Conscience 


HILIE nfany local authorities are dismissing or suspending con- 
scientious objectors in their employ, some are setting an example 


with a more tolerant policy. 


The attitude of the “trade union” for 
Jocal authorities’ employees, the Na- 
tional Association of Local Government 
Officers, has now been defined. Its 
emergency committee decided last week 
that, in view of the “extremely serious 
national emergency,” the association 
‘cannot support any member who may 
find himself in difficulties in  conse- 
quence of his refusal to undertake 
some form of seryice in defence of the 
realm.” 


When a motion that C.O.s should be 
given notice was moved at the Gloucester 
City Council, the Mayor himself inter- 
vened to move “that the Council proceed 
to the other business of the day”; as the 
Mayor’s motion was carried by 16 votes 
to 11, the subject was considered as dis- 
posed of for that day, though we under- 
stand it will be raised again. 


The Mayor pointed out that Parlia- 
ment had decided that honest conscienti- 
ous objectors should be excused com- 
‘batant service. It was not for the City 
‘Council to legislate; they were there to 
administer the law. 


A resolution proposing that C.O.s be 
given leave of absence without pay was 
ruled out of order at last week’s meet- 
ing of Swindon Town Council. 


Luton Town Council recently voted 
14--13 in favour of retaining the ser- 
vices of C.O.s, of whom there are a 
number in the Town Hall and other Cor- 
poration departments. At the half-yearly 
meeting of members of Luton Co- 
operative Society a resolution was passed 
that the pay of the Society's employees 
in the armed forces and also in work 
directed by tribunals for C.O.s be made 
up to normal wages. 


The Birmingham City Council de- 
cided by 67 votes to 19 last week to 
suspend without pay registered C.O.s 
{objectors serving in a non-combatant 
unit to be exempt). 

_ An employee of Ealing Council who 
failed to register with his age group 
das been dismissed without notice. 

By 6 votes to 4 Ealing Education 
Committee has decided that all school 
teachers who are objectors shall be 
given leave of absence without pay 
from the date fixed for their registra- 
tion, 


When Norwich City Council decided 
last week to grant C.O.s in its employ 
leave of absence without pay, it was 
stated that objectors on the adminis- 
trative clerical and technical, staff of 
the corporation were 8 per cent., com- 
pared with 1 per cent. for the whole 
city. A well-known member of the 
Peace Pledge Union, Mr. P. J. Boddy, 
moved an amendment that C.O.s should 
be permitted to remain in the corpora- 
tion's service on condition that the por- 
tion of their wage or salary above the 
amount representing the pay of the 
ordinary serving soldier, with allow- 
ance for sustenance, clothing, and main- 
tenance of dependants, should be placed 
in a fund for the relief of distress, The 
amendment was defeated. 


The Colne (Lancs.) Town Council has 
recently required its employees to sign 
the following declaration of willingness 
to carry out any duty required of me 
by the Council which may be considered 
necessary for the protection of the 
property, undertaking or service’ of 
the department of which he is a mem- 
ber, and undertake to “attend any 
courses of training which I may be 
Tequired to attend and to apply myself 
assiduously to making myself fit for 
any task allotted to ime.” All the em- 
Ployees of the council, from the high- 
est official to the lowest labourer 
Signed this document, with only three ex- 


ceptions. It is understood that these haye 
been dismissed. 


Intellectual Pacifism 


Is Not Enough 


By JOHN MURRAY TODD 


¢ pe departure of Joad and Russell 
from the pacifist movement may be 
of great importance. These two men 
have in the past, by their writings, 
considerably increased the number 
of professing pacifists: they have ar- 
gued logically in a utilitarian manner— 
in the fullest sense. They have con- 
cerned themselves with intellectual 
argument. 

Their failure, irom our point of 
view, appears then to be the failure of 
intellect. I think we shall find that 
it is in a deeper sense a contemporary 
Witness to the eternal futility of an 
attempt to jiormulate an intellectual 
theory about the world and man and 
to live in and by that theory. 


Joad and Russell are witness, I 
think, today to the atrophy induced by 
the unaided intellect. I say this not, 
at the moment, from a specifically 
Christian point of view. | am think- 
ing particularly of D. H. Lawrence. 


“Fault of Intellectualism ” 


IS name is especially appropriate 

in this context, in that a con- 
demnation precisely of this fault of 
intellectualism in Russell may be found 
in some of the letters he wrote during 
the last war. Russell was still a paci- 
fist then; but Lawrence saw his fun- 
damental inadequacy. 


Lawrence always liked him and saw 
how valuable was his intellect; and 
when they talked together all was 
well. But when Russell tried to put 
his beliefs into the form of lectures 
Lawrence complained of his’ particu- 
larism and his worldliness: “He won't 
accept in his philosophy the Infinite, 
the Boundless, the Eternal, as the real 
Starting point. . .” And later, “He 
wants ultimately to be a free agent. 
That is what they all want, ultimately 
—that is what is at the back of all 
international peace-for-ever and demo- 
cratic contro] talks; they want an out- 
ward system of nullity, which they call 
peace and good will, so that in their 
own souls they can be independent lit- 
tle gods, referred nowhere and to 
nothing, little mortal Absolutes, secure 
from question.” For Russell, his logi- 
cal arguments were primary; for 
Lawrence they must be secondary to a 
primary inner knowledge. 

Lawrence knew “in the pit of the 
stomach” that war was wrong. He 
needed no formula. Joad and Russell 
never knew pacifism “in the pit of the 
stomach.” They had no faith. I do 
not mean that they had no faith in 
their own intellectual theories, but 
that they had no faith at all; they had 
no faith in life. All their work, their 
writing, their arguments were nothing 
living. They resort now to a support 
of that indiscriminate violence which 
for so many years of “peace” they have 
condemned. 


Now is the Test 


§? we conie to a second consideration. 
Lawrence actually envisaged during 
the last war a possible German vic- 
tory: “The Prussian rule would be an 
external evil. The disintegrating pro- 
cess of the war has become an in- 


ternal evil. Better anything than 
the utter disintegration. . . Germany, 
Prussia, is not evil through and 


through. Her mood is now evil. Sen- 
ile Europe, with her conventions and 


arbitrary rules of conduct and life and 
very being, has provoked Germany into 
a purely destructive mood. .. And if 
Prussia for a time imposes her rule on 
us, let us bear it, as a mother tem- 
porarily bears the ugly tyranny of the 
child, trusting to the ultimate good. 
The good will not be long in coming 
all over Europe, if we can but trust it 
within ourselves. (This is not yield- 
ing to the child—this is knowing be- 
yond the child’s knowledge.)” 


Every honest intellectual pacifist 
must have gone through some such 
argument. We have today precisely 
the situation which every pacifist must 
have envisaged. Now is the test. 


If the violent means fail absolutely 
—and that is becoming a probability— 
we pacifists may be the only people 
capable of coping with the invasion in 
any kind of creative way. We may 
find our pacifism at last in practice 
and find that we alone are capable of 
moulding life anew from within our- 
selves. . 


Presumptuous words, but we have to 
face the bone-headed futureless des- 
pair of people here and in France at 
the idea of invasion. They cannot 
comprehend it at all. The hopeless 
militarist will have failed and must 
resign or commit suicide. We alone 
may be capable of finding the good, 
the central human-divine love in indi- 
vidual German soldiers. 


Meanwhile Joad perhaps will be pre- 
paring as a L.D.V. to defend his own 
house in that perfectly futile way which 
he has so long condemned. Joad’s 
list of bmutalities, etc, coming 
trom him, really has very little value. 
It is apparently the first time that this 
list has meant anything to him at all. 
For a comparable list has appeared 
often enough in his writings in a pre- 
cisely opposite chain of argument. 


No Basic Faith 


W: must, then, first say that Joad 
and Russell had no basic faith in 
pacifism. 


Secondly, we must say that Joad and 
Russell had apparently no imagination 
when they argued. The situation with 
which all their arguments were sup- 
posedly dealing has actually occurred. 
In effect they will be judged to have 
failed in a game of intellectual bluff. 
They tried to prevent war by pacifist 
argument and, like Norman Angell, 
when the situation arises they resort 
to the old violences. 


Joad and Russell have made it very 
difficult for a popular pacifist move- 


ment ever to be formed again. But 
that is as it should be. We must 
throw over, I think, much of this 


facile (it is now revealed as such) in- 
tellectual propaganda. People must ask 
themselves, man for man, whether they 
know war is wrong absolutely. If 
they start always with intellectual 
reservations and arguments the thing 
is useless. Pacifism is within us like 
the kingdom of God. Secondly, when 
we proceed to argument we must do 
so with imagination, seeing clearly that 
about which we argue. 


But first we must know pacifism in 
our whole divine selves. We must 
live on, creating and renewing again 
and again, remoulding the particular 
things of life as they come to us. 
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To be 
Released 


from Army 


AFTER SERVING TWO 
SENTENCES 


A CONSCIENTIOUS objector who is 
serving a six-months’ sentence, im- 
posed by a court-martial in February 
for refusing army training, appeared 
before the Apnellate Tribunal last 
weck. Last year he had served a sen- 
tence of 28 days’ detention for a sini- 
lar offence. 


The Appellate Tribunal recommended 
that the C.O, Gunner Raymond V. 
Cornlelius, be discharged from service 
in the armed forces as soon as may be 
after the expiry of his sentence, and 
ordered that he be registered as a C.O, 
conditional on undertaking full-time 
ambulance work under civilian control 
or land work. 


Mr. Cornelius said: “Apart from the 
fact that I have been sent to prison 
twice, all the way through I had the 
greatest kindness from officials every- 
where.” He was prepared to do any- 
thing under civilian control, 


“Lift Up Your 


Hearts” 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


EVERY morming millions of people 
tuning in to the 8 o’clock news must 
hear a part of the “Thought for the 
Day” broadcast series. They are meant to 
lift up our hearts and prepare us for the 
unknown trials ahead. God knows our 
hearts need lifting! Mine often does. 
But it is time we spoke our minds on 
the methods used. 

Last Monday the inspiration for uplift 
was drawn from the words “Author of 
Peace and lover of Concord.” The’ whole 
energies of the nation are being focussed 
on destruction and hatred of our 
“enemies,” yet we are asked to believe 
that we are doing it in the name of the 
“Author of Peace and lover of Concord.” 
Such blasphemy must stop, and. could be 
stopped if all Christians would make 
their voice heard. 

The sinking of transports filled with 
men may be necessary for preserving our 
national honour, but it has nothing to 
do with love or reconciliation. Congratu- 
lating ourselves over the number of 
Heinkels brought down each day may 
raise the national morale, but it does not 
accord with the words of Christ when 
he spoke of “fallen sparrows.” 

The members of the PPU who hear 
these morning talks and who feel 
strongly about the prostitution of spirit- 
ual values should make their voices 
heard protesting against the whole thing, 
Let us be cheered by all means; we need 
all the courage we possess to face the 
grim realities crowding round us every 
day, but if we are to be lifted up by 
spiritual power, let that power be super- 
national and not power disguised as 
national patriotism. If we lift up our 
hearts we shall have no need to rely on 
bombs. 


Pacifist Speakers 
Arrested 


Sieik MORRISON, secretary of the 
Women’s Peace Campaign, and 
two members of the Forward Move- 
ment were arrested on Sunday after 
speaking in Hyde Park. 


They appeared at Marlborough Street 
Police Court on Monday on charges 
of using “insulting words and beha- 
viour” and were remanded for a week. 


. te Se 
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Stand For? 


A FULL summary of the position and 

activities of the Peace Pledge 
Union appears in this paper from time 
to time. As pressure on space pre- 
vents its publication every week, we 
hope new readers will either send for 
a copy of the last issue which contains 
it (June 21) or make sure of seeing 
it next time by placing a regular order 
for the paper. 


The chief officers of th? Union are :— 
Chairman: Dr. Alex Wood; Treasurer : 
Maurice L. Rowntree; Secretary: Stuart 
D. Morris. 


Following are the present Sponsors of 
the P.P.U. :— 


Vera Brittain ; George M. LI. Davies; 
Eric Gill; Dr. A. Herbert Gray; Lau- 


rence Housman; Aldous Huxley; 
Storm Jameson; John Middleton 
Murry; Max Plowman; Lord Pon- 


sonby; Canon Charles E. Raven; Dr. 
Alfred Salter, M.P.; Dr. Donald O. 
Soper; Dame Sybil Thorndike; Wil- 
fred Wellock; Arthur Wragg. 


For further particulars write P.P.U. 
kéadquarters, Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C 1 to which 
also should be sent signatures to the pledge 
which is the basis of membership : 


“f renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another.” 


a 


Charge of Possessing 
Plans Fails 


When Mr. Frederick John Winding, a 
23-year-old draughtsman, was dismissed 
by Tottenham Gas Co. as a conscientious 
objector, he took away some plans he had 
drawn for his firm to show to prospec- 
tive employers as specimens of his work. 
He was arrested on a charge of “being 
in the possession of plans containing in- 
formation which might be directly or in- 
directly useful to an enemy.” 


When he appeared before Mr. Justice 
Singleton in the Central Criminal Court 
on July 3, however, he was found not 
guilty and discharged. 
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PEACE NEWS 


What Does |/PACIFISTS 


HOW 100 STAYED TO FACE 
GERMAN INVASION 


QNE of the last Englishmen to leave Jersey has given Peace News a first- 
hand story of the events in the Channel Islands just before the German 
occupation (including the bombing of Guernsey) and an assurance of the 


wellbeing and confidence of the hundred or more pacifists left in 


He is Mr. R. H. McCarthy, a jour- 
nalist and member of the Peace 
Pledge Union, who went to Jersey at 
the end of May as one of the 200 con- 
scientious objectors sent by the Paci- 
fist Service Bureau to help with the 
potato and tomato crops. Another 
journalist who had been among their 
number but who had returned earlier 
told Peace News that life on the island 
became completely disorganised by the 
announcement of the authorities—the 
States of Jersey—that voluntary evacu- 
ation was to begin. 

“Within one day,” he said, “Nearly 
a fifth of the population had registered 
to leave. As women, children, and men 
wishing to join the forces were given 
preference, the pacifists had to resign 
themslves to the possibility of being 
marooned. 

“Work on the potato crop had 
stopped completely, all the shops in St. 
Helier were shut, and there were 
crowds outside the banks and the Post 
Office of people trying to draw their 
money. Cars were to be had on the 
pier for the asking, their owners having 
sailed for England with no hope of sal- 
vaging their possessions.” 

After confirming this account, Mr. 
McCarthy said that the C.Os.—except 
for those with responsibilities in Eng- 
land who had managed to return to 
them—had a meeting with Mr. Flinn, 
who had acted as agent for them with 
the Jersey Farmers’ Union, and de- 
cided to stay on and carry on with the 
jobs that were to be done. 

“Mr. Flinn in conjunction with the 
Farmers’ Union, came to an arrange- 
ment with the Jersey States for the 
States to take over the farms that had 
been evacuated, and Mr. Flinn would 
work them with those COs who had 
lost their jobs.” Those farms were to 
be run on communal lines and the 
scheme was already in operation be- 
fore Mr. McCarthy left. 

Air Raid on Guernsey 

Leaving Jersey on Friday morning, 
June 28, his boat called at Guernsey, 
where he spent the day. He was due 
to re-embark for England between 7 
and 8 p.m., but about ten to seven an 
air raid began which lasted an hour. 
Mr. McCarthy stayed on shore while 
it lasted, and helped with the casual- 
ties. 
“My idea of the raid,” he said, “was 
that the Germans thought they were 
getting troops embarking from thie 
island to return to England. There 
were a lot of B.E.F. men who were on 
leave and who were embarking on the 
same ship to rejoin their units in Eng- 
land. 

“Also thece were lorry-loads of to- 
matoes on the quay, and these might 
have been mistaken, from the air, for 
supplies. The whole scope of the raid 


IN JERSEY 


Jersey. 


was between the steamers and the 


shore.” The bombers, which came in 
threes, dropped high-explosive: and 
incendiary bombs and machine-gun- 


ned their target. 

“T do not think the people who have 
relations among the C.Os. there have 
anything to worry about,” concluded 
Mr. McCarthy. ‘They will be growing 
their own fooc ; there is plenty of 
work for them, keeping the island going 
and they have an absolutely first-class 
man in Mr. Flinn to safeguard their 
interests.” Others have written to the 
Pacifist Service Bureau of their satis- 
faction with the conditions under which 
they were working in Jersey. 


Facts and Figures 


bead! week we printed an analysis of 
the decisions of local tribunals for 
C.Os. up to June 1. The following are 
similar official figures showing the posi- 
tion month by month since January. 
A stands for unconditional exemption, 
B for conditional exemption, C for non- 
combatant service, and J) for removal 
unconditionally from the C.Os’ register; 
the last column shows the total dealt 
with up to the date in question; all 
the other figures are percentages : 


Date a 88 © dp Total 
Jan. 6 14 45 2B} V7. 4,988 
Feb. 3 1445 24 7 7,091 
Marz 1 Siete 25 8,795 
Apr. 6 12, 64-4025 elD 11,314 
May 4 1 1 eee 79 14,084 
Jun, 1 1 2a Zee 20) 16,601 
Compulsory Enlistment? 
In the House of Commons last 


Thursday Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minister 
of Labour and National Service, was 
asked by Sir H. Morris-Jones how 
many resolutions he had received from 
public bodies urging the compulsory 
enlistment of conscientious objectors in 
an organisation under Government con- 
trol for non-combatant duties at rates 
of pay and allowances identical with 
those made to persons of similar 
grades in the Forces. 

Mr. Bevin said that he had received 
24 resolutions in the sense indicated 
and had taken note of the views ex- 
pressed. He was giving further con- 
sideration to the whole question. 

Sir H. Morris-Jones.—In view of the 
fact that conditions have changed so 
much since the original legislation was 
introduced, and that we are now fight- 
ing for our hearths and homes, will Mr. 
Bevin consider reviewing the whole sit- 
uation and bringing it more into tune 
with public opinion ? 

Mr. Bevin said that he understood 
there had been a development even in 
the point of view held in the House. 


STILL ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 


HILFE our readers are continuing to 

give us generous financial support, 
there is still much room for improvement 
in our circulation. 

The Fighting Fund increased by 
£40 13s. id. during the week which 
ended on Tuesday morning, making a 
grand total of £155 10s. 9d. 

As for our circulation, we can report 
that last week we printed more than 
15,000 copies. Until the wholesale news- 
agents refused to handle the paper a 
few weeks ago we sold at least 30,000 
copies every week. We are very grateful 
to the Peace Pledge Union groups who 
have helped us to pass the half-way 
mark in our attempt to regain the readers 
with whom we have lost contact. But 
we must emphasize that, although this 
local activity is proving fruitful, it is 
still not being undertaken on a sufficiently 
large scale. : 

The orders we receive show that there 
are still many places where groups have 
yet to contact retail newsagents who can 
no longer get Peace News from their 
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wholesalers—not to mention individual 
readers, public libraries, and so on, who 
used to be supplied by those retailers. 


We know that this work will take time 
and energy. But if it is not done, we 
shall not regain our former influence. 
For the benefit of those who have not 
yet undertaken this vital work we may 
mention that calls upon local newsagents 
have sometimes resulted in a surprisingly 
large number of orders. 


Upon this foundation of local activity 
a superstructure of regional organisation 
is growing up. To the lists of places 
where this regional organisation is in 
being Barnet and West London should 
be added. (Barnet, incidentally, was one 
of the first to set up this new distribution 
system.) We should be glad to hear of 
any more. But in the meantime, remem- 
ber, it’s up to the groups ! 

Please address gifts to The Accountant, 
Peace News, 3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4, indicating that they are for 
the Fighting Fund. 
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CLASSIFIED 
'ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


Latest time jor copy Tuesday 
morning 


SITUATIONS 
° Wanted 
C.0. (24), Oxford graduate, scek> agricul- 


tural work. No experience, but fit and prepared 
to work hard. Lancashire, Cheshire or Derby-" 
shire preferred. Box 476, Peace News. 3, 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


c 5 : f . : 
|  C.O., 23, married, awaiting appeal, requires 
journalistic, agricultural, scientific work; ex- 


pericagedl Amsden, Oakleigh, Hookwood, 
forley, Surrey. 
SCHOOLMASTER (24), pacttist, | requires 


situation; scholastic social or clerical.--Box 
| 473, Peace News, 3 Wlackstock Road, N.4. 


C.O. (23) desires work on land or fishing 
trawler. Inexpertenced, but willing and strong. 
—Box 480 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4, 


PACIFIST (27), small experieuce market gar- 
dening desires farm or market gardening work 
anywhere. Good driver, keen and energetic.-- 
Box 477. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


C.O. (28) Italian (British born), awaiting tri- 
bunal, seeks work, ladies’ tailor-cutter-fitter. ~ 
Box 478, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


PACIFIST seeks agricultural work. Unem- 
|} ployed through evacuation of area. Inexperien- 
ced, but strong and willing. Box 474, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A 12-¥YARDS roll Lamb Brand superfine 
ribbon® easily re-wound black, blue, black- 
red, double present value, 2s.. postage pad. 
Three, 3s. 6d. 44-yard roll, £1. None better 
manufactured. Spooled, any typewriter, colours 
2s, od. Lamb's, 15 Prospect Place, Pre-ton. 


BECOME a non-smoker! Save £10- £20 
er. annum. Improve—and_ preserve—your 
Cealth Unique, drugiess, infallible method. — 


Wainley Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpoo! 


FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING & duplicating— 
Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hid, S,F.24 
| BRIxton 2863 


GROW More Food ! To be let or sold 
freehold £1,250 semi or unfurnished bungalow. 
3 bed, lounge, living room, bath, etc. Garage, 
workshop, Well stocked garden 1 acre. More 
| land available suitable for small holding. 
Main Road. Hig in Hill, Kent. Apply Gold=- 

brough, Oakley House Bromley Common, Kent. 


LONDON P.P.U. Members’ meeting: Tues- 
day, July 16, 7.45 p.m., Dick Sheppard Club. 
Binney circee Oxford Street, W.1. | Address 
hy Eric T. Roach (postponed from June 11); 
Chairman, Sybil Morrison. 


Handbills, leatiets, 
printing. W. 


PACIFIST PRINTER. ' 
S.W.17. 


rogrammes and general 
MEdent 239 Sellincourt Road, London, 


JUAKERISM Information and_ literature 
eed the Faith and Practice of the Ze 
ligious Society of Frienda, free on applicaties, 
to. the Friends’ Home Service Committes, 
Frienda House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1 


UP-TO-DATE leaflets.—Interesting selection 
available for your consideration and/or distri- 
bution._Stamp to BM/NPFS, London, W.CLL. 


COUPLE, educated progressive school, teach- 
children (ages 6-12) 


ing small group day 

welcome few.boarders. Very reasonable terms. 
Young, B.A. (Cantab.), Hollyside, Brockweir 
near Che w, 


——--—_ —_—__———— 


WHERE TO STAY 


COMFORTABLE Modern Apartments, resi- 


dential suburb near town; B. and B., 4s. 6d 


Gleave, i0 Maycroft Avenue, Carleton, Rlack- 


pool. 


DERBYSHIRE HILL». Food Reform. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For 
happy holidays or restful recuperation. Central 
heating, h. and c. water in hedrooms.—A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Matleck. 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B. and B., 5s.; double, 
Ce Oppostte St. Pancras Station. ler. 


WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House 
and Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet. 
—-Barn House, Brockweir, Mon. 


Advisory Bureau Changes 


The new address for WOLVERHAMPTON is 
Mr. Kk. C. Cockerill, c/o Mr H. A. Pollard. 5, 
Uplands Avenue, Bradinore, Wolverbamptou 


Mr. .F. 13. Breakspear, secretary of 
Southend Advisory ureau, is mow at S2 
Riversfield Road, Enfield, and would be glad 
to hear from other C.O.s who have moved 
out of Southend. 


